Surfer's dream wave. Artwork by Reggie Holladay, titled “Shore
Break,” is on display at the Brevard Museum of Art and Science.

Photos by Craig Bailey, FLORIDA TODAY

The exhibition was the brainchild of Tony Sasso, executive director
for the East Coast Surfing Hall of Fame and Museum.

Exhibit rides high

Wave-related
works capture

surfing’s beauty

BY PAM HARBAUGH
FLORIDA TODAY

ook at the 1925 marble
bust by Alexander
er on a pedestal in

e museum lobby. It's

festooned with a straw hat,
shades and a plastic lei. No
doubt, the Brevard Museum
of Art and Science has been
invaded.

surfing and all its attendant par-
aphernalia has taken root. It's
called “Eternal Summer: The
Art of Surf Culture,” and it's
waaay cool.

“It really captures the vibe of
surfing,” said nonsurfer Rick
Gillon of Melbourne.

“The county needs this,” said
Sandy Gettings of Indialantic.

His wife, Patti Gibbons, has
gone to the museum regularly
and has served as a docent. She
said the variety of art from a his-
torical viewpoint to current cul-
ture reflects the “whole senti-
ment of the surfing commu-

“It's fantastic,” she said.

The exhibition comprises a
collection of all things surfing,
from vintage and new surf-
boards to two- and three-dimen-
sional artwork by serious
artists/surfers to displays of
surfboard shaping and laminat-
ing rooms. There are surf videos
and even an altar of sorts to
Duke Kahanamoku, the early
20th century king of surfing
who introduced the sport to the

And, yes, there are the points
of whlmsy like Jerry O’Shea’s
of cast-

child of Tony Sasso, executive

director for the East Coast Surf-
ing Hall of Fame and Museum.

That facility, housed in the
Ron Jon Watersport building in
Cocoa Beach, is small in com-
parison to the Brevard Museum
of Art and Science in Mel-
bourne. So when museum exec-
utive director Dane Pollei ap-
proached Sasso about a year
and a half go to collaborate on a
joint exhibition in the fine art
museum, Sasso was immedi-
atelyinterested.

Pollei said the exhibition
should help people realize mu-
seums can display works that
meedmtely relate to the social

See EXHIBIT, 4E

Above: Plenty of
patrons — surfers
and nonsurfers —
checked out the
“Eternal Summer™
exhibit Saturday at
the Brevard Museum
of Art and Science.
Left: Dane Kovarik
with the Graffitti SK8
Zone team did some
tricks during the “Art!
Surf! Party!” block
party that took place
Saturday outside the
museum.
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